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and made them aftei wards to make up Differences among themselves,
without troubling the English with their Contentions and impertinent
Quarrels, but Governor Sowdon was sent for to Fort St. George, and another
sent in Ins Place less sanguin.

And ever since that Time there has been a Succession of moderate
Governors, and some have been guilty of as much Temerity the other
Way. For in Anno 1719. the then Governor, having some Disputes with
some of the Natives, was somewhat fearful of them. On a festival Day,
in firing Guns, a Wad from one of them set Fire to an House thatcht with
Reeds, and several others contiguous to it took Fire from it, so that it
spread through the Market Place. The Governor believing it to be done
maliciously by the Natives, left the Fort precipitantly, and got on board
of a Ship in the Road3 leaving some Chests of Money, and all the Artillery,
Arms, Ammunition, and other Effects of his Masters, behind him, and his
Garison, following their Leader, left their Posts, and got aboard also.

The Natives being surprised with the sudden Departure of the English,
went into the Fort, and took what they had most Occasion for; but some
Chinese Merchants, who had settled at Bencolon, being also frightned,
embarked on their Vessels, and dispersed themselves in Places where they
thought they might be most secure.

The chief Merchant of the Chinese., who is generally called the China
Captain, in the Places where the Chinese have Trade, went to Batavia to
some Relations he had there, but the Dutch, according to their wonted
Hospitality in India, punished him as a Criminal, and taught him to
make Lime and carry Stones the Remnant of his Days, for daring to
settle among the English. Some of the Chinese I saw the same Year at
Trangano in Johore, who gave me this Account. Wherever these poor
Chinese came, in Places where the Dutch had Power, they were as heartily
persecuted as a Poor Protestant is that takes Sanctuary in a Country where
the holy, charitable, zealous Romish Clergy have Power.

The Natives were almost ruined by the English Desertion. For as their
Trade lay all on their Pepper, none came to buy it, and their Regret
being known at Fort St. George, there was a new Governor sent back with a
new Garison, to take Possession again of their own Fort. What the
Company lost by that unaccountable Piece of Temerity, I know not, but
they gained very little Credit by it.

The Country above Bencolon is mountainous and woody, and I have
heard that there are many Vulcanoes in this Island; but whatever may be
the Cause, the Air is full of malignant Vapours, and the Mountains are
continually clothed with thick heavy Clouds, that break out in Lightning,